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Dear Ms. Townsend:

The City of San Diego, General Services Department, Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Division Pollution Prevention Division is pleased to provide the State Water Resources Control
Board (State Board) with the following comments regarding the Draft Strategic Plan 2008-2012.
Our comments will be limited to Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division related issues. The
City’s Water Department will provide comments regarding groundwater and potable drinking
water issues,

The City of San Diego Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division supports the State Board’s
development of the Strategic Plan to help prioritize efforts across the state in a consistent manner
for the next five years. We agree with the concept of sustainable watersheds. Performance goals
are a good tool to use to assess our effectiveness with the knowledge that the tools and/or goals
may require modification as the program proceeds. This concept is graphically demonstrated on
Page 5 as a four step process. We recommend that the diagram be updated to match the five step
process in the text under the diagram. Additionally we recommend that “restoration” be added
into the Principles and Values Section.

The City of San Diego Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division supports the integrated
approach for all TMDLs within 2 watershed. Additionally, we recommend that the State and
Regional Boards consider “cross-media” coordination regarding TMDL, listed pollutants. Qur
studies have found significant sources of dissolved metals from aerial deposition. These sources
are outside of the City’s control and we are concerned about our responsibility to address their
contribution to water quality. We recommend that the State Board and U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Office of Water coordinate with the California Air Resources Control
Board and EPA Office of Air regarding the regulation of mobile and stationary air sources that
contribute to water pollution. Partnerships similar to the one describe above could bring forth
new ideas and joint efforts to put our watersheds back on the road to sustainability.
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